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A REPORT ov inner trends and 


forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservution of the American 
the revival and extension of Christian sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. 


way and a 


free democratic economy by 


WE BELIEVE that Christ’s 


teachings are the measurement of truth; that in Christian progress society will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 
changes as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and democratic socialism is a re- 


vitalized Christian capitalism that 


promotes 
sions or security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. 


closer management-worker 


cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, 


profit-sharing, systems of pen- 


WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but 


when authoritative evidence indicates our country is being influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism will be to seek through democratic 


means to set our country right 


WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





Industrial Leadership 
As we have reported, many 
leading industrialists of America 
thoroughly disagree with the ultra- 
reactionary policies of the Nation- 
al Association of Manufacturers, 
which for years has presented it- 


self as the voice of American 
business. In New York recently 


an impressive group of top indus- 
trial leaders formed “The Young 
Presidents’ Organization.” The YPO 
started its program on the basis 
that there is no existing business 
organization that represents the 
viewpoint of the progressive in- 
dustriaiists of America. “The 
NAM? That’s worse than 
nothing at all!” stated these young 
business leaders. The YPO _ be- 
lieves that the voice of business 
should not be against everything 
progressive and forward looking. 
This group, which represents near- 
ly 30 billion dollars in industrial 
assets, plans to widen its member- 
ship to include many other busi- 
ness men who believe that Ameri- 
can capitalism has been betrayed 
and misrepresented by the old 
NAM oligarchy. The YPO is 
furning With friendiy interest to 
systems of profit sharing, high 
wage policies, closer and friend- 
lier cooperation between industrial 
and labor leadership and systems 
of wider participation in industrial 
ownership on the part of labor. 


The U. S. Food and Drug 
Adm‘nistration is under fire from 
baking co-ops and other independ- 
ent bakers for yielding to the pres- 
sure of the big milling interests on 
regulations for white flour bread. 
In the past few years the big mill- 
ers and baking syndicates have 
been constantly depleting the nu- 
tritious ingredients in commercial 
bread, according to the charges 
of former Congressman Jerry 
Voorhis, who now heads the Co- 
operative League of the U. S. 

“The milling interests want the 


staff of life to consist of white 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 








SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

A new book by the editor of Between The Lines, Charles A. 
Wells, will be off the press January 15th. The Great Alternative 
is a highly informative volume dealing with the most press- 
ing unsolved problems of our day, “The Future of American Capi- 
talism”, “America Among the Racial Giants”, “A Protestant Awake- 
ning — or A Catholic America”, “The New Atomic World — 
Bombs or Abundance”, “Will Labor Rule America?”, “Why Should 
We Fight Russia?” A handsome, hard cover, permanent book, 128 
pages packed with significant facts and inspiring hope. 

THE GREAT ALTERNATIVE 
Well documented — Cartoon Illustrations by the Author 
Send $2 for each copy (we pay postage). Send to: 
Between The Lines, P. O. Box 269, Demarest, New Jersey 

Here is what many of our readers have been asking for, — 
a compact permanent record of the factual Christian handling of 
current events that has proved so prophetic in nearly ten years of 
Between The Lines reporting. Something you can hand to a friend 
to stir and challenge his thinking. Many write us, “What can we 
do?” The biggest thing to do now is something we can all do, — 
change people’s thinking, which will change the world. Here is a 
practical tool for that task. Order one or more copies of The Great 











Alternative and keep them working! 
A MILESTONE: As Between The Lines enters its tenth year we 

greet many new subscribers who have joined this fellowship of 
truth in the past few months. When fear, prejudice and hatred distort 
so much that the public reads and hears, the Christian lay mind more 
than ever needs access to impartial, unprejudiced reporting and insight. 
Unless the Christian mind keeps itself more aware, better informed 
than the mass mind, what hope is there? For nine years Between The 
Lines has earnestly endeavored to meet this need. We owe much to 
devout laymen in strategic positions in political, military, industrial, 
labor and financial fields who have cooperated so generously in secur- 
ing and maintaining sources of information, assistance which has made 
possible an impressive record in accurate forecasting and analyzing. 
We depend on our readers for growth and they have never failed us, 
for Between The Lines keeps growing month by month! We pledge our 
best during the critical days ahead and solicit your continued coopera- 
tion. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


OES THE PROCLAMATION of a National Emergency mean 
that we are really in danger of an attack from Russia, as is 
boldly implied? Are we actually in a big international war now? 
THE ANSWER to the first is “No.” When the American pub- 
lic is told that Russia is about to launch an assault on this country, 
it is well to remember that no such attack could be made without enor- 
mous preparation which could not be kept secret. The massing of 
planes, supplies, ships would be colossal. Remember, American offi- 
cials knew all about Japan’s plans for the Pearl Harbor attack and 
the onslaught to follow, as congressional investigations revealed. No 
(continued on NEXT page) 


United Protestant Voice 

The recent reorganization of 
Protestant interests under the 
heading of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ of America, 
representing over 31 million Prot- 
estants, means now that the voice 
of Protestantism and of the Chris- 
tian church in America can be 
made effective on a far more im- 
pressive scale than in the past. 
We have given little space to this 
important move because it was 
well covered in the public press. 
But we would point out that one 
of the tragedies of our day has 
been the recent weakness of the 
Protestant Christian voice in na- 
tional and _ international affairs, 
and on public moral problems 
where the church faces powerful 
interests on questions of liquor, 
gambling, crime, ete. This re- 
organization of American Protes- 
tantism has required no surrender 
of theological positions on the part 
of any. Such bodies of the church 
that still remain outside this organ- 
ization are not only cutting down 
the voice of the united Christian 
forces of America, but reduce their 
own voices to whispers. 

If your church belongs to any 
of the bodies united in the Na- 
tional Council of Churches of 
Christ in America, you can be 
sure that everything your church 
does by way of an expression of 
its thought and conviction through 
its official boards, or through your 
pastor, will now have weight in 
bringing effective pressures in 
needed areas in national and in- 
ternational life. 


Church Women: The United 
Council of Church Women in 
America, which is also a part of 
the new National Council of 
Churches of Christ. has become 
an increasingly effective political 


and moral power in_ national 
thought. This group, recently 


meeting in Cincinnati and repre- 
senting 10 million church women 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 










United Protestant Voice 


(continued) 

and 70 Protestant denominations, 
discovered that its voice was reach- 
ing the ears of the press, and poli- 
ticians and officials in Washington. 
Metropolitan dailies carried atten- 
tive reports of the actions of the 
United Council of Church Women 
in the convention. When the wo- 
men criticized the abuses of 
American rights in Congress, such 
as the use of the filibuster and the 
practice of character destruction 
under congressional immunity, the 
resolutions fell with weight upon 
official groups. The women also 
took action against the lurid na- 
ture of much radio, television and 
magazine materials that infiltrate 
the American home, and _ their 
combined strength is affecting 
radio, advertising and publishing. 

For those who often ask, “What 
can we do?”, here within your 
community is a channel of effec- 
tive action that can reach to the 
highest stratas of American and 
international life. If your church 
has a body of women belonging to 
the United Council of Church 
Women, then be sure you belong 
to that group and are active in it 
for its voice and influence is per- 
tinent and effective. If your 
church does not have such a coun- 
cil, then help to form one and see 
to it that every woman in your 
church is made aware of the op- 
portunity for direct and effective 
service. 





Co-op Radio: As every well- 
informed radio listener realizes, 
much of the news that is reported 
over the air has been colored to 
fit the views of wealthy advertis- 
ing sponsors or the policy of big 
business radio operation. A very 
encouraging sign of honest news 
reporting over the air has become 
a realitv through the success of a 
new Washington, D. C., station 
WCFM, a _ cooperatively owned 
station, which has brought a fresh 
and liberal viewpoint to radio re- 
porting for millions of listeners. 
After fighting an uphill battle to 
secure sufficient funds and neces- 
sary sponsorship backing, WCFM 
has succeeded in extending its 
service through its own network 
“for democratic expression, good 
taste in music and integrity in ad- 
vertising.” Many of the stock- 
holders in outlying areas could 
not, at first, reach their own 
WCFM station, but that condition 
was remedied when WCFM be- 
came the hub of a network of sta- 
tions. WCFM’s programs are 
supplied to stations in New York, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Chattanooga, 
Philadelphia and Los Angeles. 
Any of our readers within range 
of WCFM or its network, should 
tune it in for honest news free 
from commercial pressure. 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


such mobilization is on foot at any place on the Soviet perimeter where 
such preparations would have to be centered. American spies and 
American newsmen patrol that perimeter, and the slightest indication 
of large scale mobilization would be a big scoop; yet ail they have been 
able to report along that line has later been frayed out by the facts. 
(See New York Times, Oct. 10 to 14, ’50). No one has come up with 
anything that gives evidence, even remotely, of Russian preparation for 
a strike AT THE U. S., which by its nature would have to be a huge 
long range onslaught to be etlective, with an immense follow up. 

THEN WHAT IS UP? What is the danger that could cause 
a national emergency here? 

There are three points where the Russians are most likely to 
toment trouble. One is Austria; the other, Iran; and the third is Indo- 
China where Communist pressure has been strong for many months. 
Perhaps most important is the talk widespread now in military and dip- 
lomatic circles that the Soviet will stir things up in Austria and Yugo- 
slavia in May or June. Does the proclamation of a National Emer- 
gency mean that we will go to war to save “democracy” in Austria and 
communism in Yugoslavia? And the problem won’t stop there, — the 
predictions are that when the Russians have over-run Austria and Yugo- 
slavia, they will then put the squeeze on Italy. All of which is what our 
strategists at West Point would advise as to the orthodox counter meas- 
ure for the rearming of Western Europe! If the Italian Reds take 
over, that would put the Mediterranean under Communist domination, 
— cutting us off from our oil fields in the Near East. That would be 
a familiar path to war. But is that an attack on the U.S. or its vital 
interests? Is that the basis of our emergency? Would America, if we 
had a chance to choose, pour out our blood and treasure for that? 

BUT LETS GO DEEPER into the National Emergency. Is 
there another basis for it besides the haunting rumors of next spring? 
Since our emergency really arose out of our debacle in Asia, we can- 
not fully grasp the background unless we understand the events that 
brought us to this predicament, things we will need to hold in mind if 
we are to understand the days ahead. We have simply fallen into a 
trap in Asia — a trap we largely created ourselves. The situation is 
not due to Russian or Communist cleverness, for it has been too big, 
too historic for any human plotting to contrive or carry out. We — 
the U.S., — created situations that played into the hands of the Com- 
munists on an almost incredible scale. For the issue is certainly not 
just Korea since it is admitted now that if Korea had gone Communist 
it would have meant little, for Korea is only the thumb of China’s main- 
land. We have been blind to real issues in the Far East, issues Russia 
understood through their closer association with the East. 

We can’t comprehend any controversy unless we understand 
how the other fellow thinks. To the mass mind of the Orient, the 
U.S.-UN advance against China’s border was a threatened return of 
white domination, as we have pointed out in past reports. If the white 
West were permitted to establish its power on Asia’s mainland again, 
the Red Peking government would face what for it would be an utterly 
intolerable situation, for we fail to realize that the Communists have 
gained enormous support from Asia’s masses on their “anti-white im- 
perialism” program. The fact that the U.S. Army carried UN flags 
does not alter this threat to the Red China government, for, with Red 
China excluded from the UN, it can’t be denied that the western na- 
tions control the majority of weight in the UN. Therefore, as far as 
the Chinese mind was concerned, the U.S.-UN penetration against 
Chinese frontiers was the white West coming back. To accept that 
would discredit Mao Tse-tung and his government before nearly a bil- 
lion people of color who are watching intently. 

Also, few Americans realize that Chiang Kai-shek is now con- 
sidered a puppet of the western world by the masses of Asia. There 
are millions of Chinese who resent and loathe the Communists but who 
are getting great satisfaction that at last they have a government that 
can put the West in its place. The prestige of the Red China govern- 
ment required that they challenge the thrust of white armaments jab- 
bing at their frontier, that they make a military issue of our over- 
running great industrial power centers vital to China’s interests al- 
though we broadcast that we really didn’t mean it that way, that we 
were really confiscating these power plants for the Chinese people! We 
felt it all sounded reasonable, but it didn’t to the Chinese. 

Mao Tse-tung’s generals knew exactly what the military situa- 
tion was, unfortunately showing a much greater grasp of it than our 
own leadership, — a situation no glossing over will disguise. The Reds 
knew the western armies only totalled about 200,000, with superior 
firepower but 10,000 miles from home. Moscow could hardly with- 
stand the tempting opportunity to whisper to Mao, “Now is the time 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Industrial Leadership 


(continued) 

flour, air, water and as little food 
as possible,” charges Mr. Voorhis. 
Producers of advertised brands of 
bread admit their guilt by fighting 
all efforts to force them to print on 
the wrapper the meager quantities 
of such nutritious ingredients as 
milk, soy flour and wheat germ 
which their products retain. If 
they did publish their ingredients 
they would have to admit the use 
of increasing quantities of chemi- 
cals, which they have been sub- 
stituting for natural food products. 
Independent and co-op bakers, in- 
terested in producing better bread 
for better health in America, have 
been asking that wrappers on 
loaves of bread or other articles of 
food show exactly what ingredi- 
ents are used — and in what 
amount. The independent and co- 
op bakers take the position that 
any conscientious producer is 
proud to have the ingredients of 
his product on its label. “We are 
anxious to tell the public that we 
give them good bread; yet the at- 
titude of the opposing corpora- 
tions amounts to a _ confession.” 
Spokesmen for the independent 
bakers declared that the farm pro- 
ducts surplus problem has been 
greatly augmented by the constant 
curtailment of natural food ele- 
ments in commercial bread. “If 
bakers, for instance, would in- 
crease the use of one item alone 
— dried milk — to 6 per cent in 
bread, there would soon be no 
surplus of milk.” The same is 
true of natural shortenings, etc. 


Crime and The Republicans: 
Because so many large newspapers 
are Republican, they create the 
impression that the relationship 
between politics and crime in the 
big cities is chiefly caused by the 
political machines associated with 
the Democratic Party. The facts, 
however, reveal that crime has no 
preference in political parties. In 
fact, some of the worst conditions 
uncovered by the current Senate 
investigation have been in Repub- 
lican centers! This fact seems to 
have been carefully shielded from 
the public eye. In Philadelphia, 
where the city’s political machine 
was revealed to be closely associ- 
ated with the vice and gambling 
racketeers, the whole area is very 
much under long-standing Repub- 
lican domination. Also, in up- 
state New York, where big gamb- 
ling syndicates have traditionally 
centered around the famous Sara- 
toga tracks, Republican rule pre- 
vails. Saratoga has been for gen- 
erations the gathering place for 
the wealthy (usually with conserv- 
ative political affiliations) and the 
gambling fraternities. It has also 
been found that in most metro- 
politan communities when a local 


administration starts a clean-up, 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Industrial Leadership 
(continued) 
racketeers turn respectable, move 
out into the suburbs and often join 
the Republican Party! In both 
Chicago and in Florida, the Sen- 
ate Committee, under the leader- 
ship of courageous Senator Estes 
Kefauver of Tennessee, found that 
northern wealth — soundly Re- 
publican — was thoroughly inte- 
grated with the crime situation. 

The relationship of gambling to 
certain large business groups is 
still being suppressed in the usual 
news channels. Occasionally such 
reports have broken through the 
blanket of suppression, as in New 
Jersey where the Western Union 
was recently officially charged 
with aiding and abetting gambling. 
There have been several other in- 
stances where the W. U. has been 
revealed in court actions to have 
knowingly maintained active par- 
ticipation with gambling interests. 
(See BTL, Nov. 6, 1950). Some 
months ago investigations reveal- 
ed that, according to W.U. rec- 
ords in one place, over $300,000 
had been relayed during the year 
over company wires and that the 
W. U. charges for the handling of 
bets ran to about $26,000. 

In Florida the Telephone Com- 
panies have also become involved 
in legal evidence showing full co- 
operation with the gamblers. In 
servicing the immense sums 
gamblers handle, full scale bank- 
ing cooperation is naturally in- 
volved — but that is still being 
touched on with delicate care! 

Brothers Under The Skin?: 
Congress is learning that both ex- 
treme “left-wingers” and extreme 
“right-wingers” react the same way 
to efforts of congressional bodies 
to get at the truth. At the pres- 
ent time, indictments by Washing- 
ton grand juries for contempt of 
Congress have been issued to six 
men, four of them “left-wingers” 
for refusing to testify before con- 
gressional committees, and two of 
them representatives of big busi- 
ness groups that have been carry- 
ing on propaganda activities 
through the press and radio. E. A. 
Rumely, the brains of the Com- 
mittee for Constitutional Govern- 
ment, pet project of several mil- 
lionaire groups, and J. P. Kamp 
of the Constitutional Educational 
League, another voice of large 
business interests, are under in- 
dictment along with such “left- 
wingers” as Earl Browder, Fred- 
erick Field, Phillip Jaffe, etc. 


Casualty: The National Tu- 
berculosis Assn. has been forced 
to discontinue the “Fight Tubercu- 
losis” publicity campaign because 
of demands by the Government 
in remobilizing campaigns. One 
of our friends comments, “Anoth- 
er sacrifice to war’s insanity! We 
must be (cough, cough,) strong 
for war.” 





WILL BOMBS STOP A FLOOD? 
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Bombs and guns cannot stop communism in Korea, China or 
any other place. The people of Asia, embittered and desperate 
after generations of exploitation by their own masters as well as 
foreigners, have accepted communism because there seemed to be 
no other program or faith within reach. People will always ac- 
cept something rather than nothing. Asia is crumbling before the 
Red tide because the old religions, based chiefly on superstition 
and idolotry, have been shattered by the impact of modern life, 
creating a spiritual vacuum. We have failed to put a new vital 
faith within their reach in sufficient scope to meet the present need. 
Filling that vacuum with Christian truth and driving out commu- 
nism by offering something better is the only alternative to endless, 
fruitless, futile warfare. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


to turn a page in history. Pour in your armies; we will back you with 
any equipment you need (above the large supply of American weapons 
and equipment you have acquired). Put an end forever to the threat 
of the white capitalists’ arrogance.” Moscow put the emphasis on the 
word “capitalists’” and the Chinese on the word “white.” 

THE COMMUNIST STRATEGISTS rightly estimated that we 
could not afford to make a “do or die” stand in North Korea. With 
the British driven out of India and Burma, barely able to hang on in 
Malaya, the same with the French in Indo-China and the Dutch out 
of power in Indonesia, this Chinese sweep in Korea would be the fit- 
ting dramatic finale to the white man’s era of domination. 

WHEN THE TRUTH of this situation really hit home, Wash- 


ington reacted in a characteristic American way, — we blew our tops. 
We, the world’s leading and richest power, had been out-witted, out- 
maneuvered, — tripped up by our own stumbling. But you can’t tell 


that to the people and get elected again, — or expect to keep the top 
brass right side up. So something big had to be done right away. 

IN A MILITARY SENSE, it is true that we were really in bad 
shape and still are. Practically all of our available armed strength 
had become entangled in Korea. We had permitted ourselves to get 
bogged down in Asia with nothing left over to defend Europe or our 
home shores, while Russia’s great armies, air power and underwater 
fleet of 500 submarines were still free to move at will. No time now 
to ask who got us into such a dilemma, or why; or what the generals 
and admirals had done with the 50 billion dollars appropriated since 
1946 to make American defenses strong. We are in a great emergency, 
— America must mobilize — our danger is great. 

For if we accept the fact that we are to use American blood 
and treasure to preserve the sick, exhausted medievalism of Italy, Aus- 
tria and the rest of the impoverished, divided, hate-filled continent of 
Europe, — then America is terribly exposed in Europe, — our “pro- 

(continued on NEXT page) 





Red News 


Inside China: With more vi- 
sion and understanding than their 
elders, Princeton University stu- 
dents have voted to continue fi- 
nancial support to Yenching Uni- 
versity in Communist China. 
Princeton students, under the lead- 
ership of the Student Christian 
Association, annually sends $22,- 
000 to pay British and American 
professors and to underwrite var- 
ious social, educational and reli- 
gious activities at Yenching. The 
attitude of the students is that con- 
tinuation of sound education and 
democratic teaching behind the 
iron curtain is the most effective 
way to combat the influence of 
communism. While many pres- 
sures are exerted upon education- 
al groups in China, there is no de- 
nial that a strong current of Chris- 
tian activity is being maintained 
in many of the schools and uni- 
versities originally — established 
through American missionary ac- 
tivity. Many new regulations and 
repressive requifements placed 
upon these schools by the Commu- 
nist regime, such as severing all 
connection with western or foreign 
associates, etc., still have not de- 
stroyed the opportunity of Chris- 
tian Chinese educators to carry 
on their work. Although they are 
required to teach all religions and 
can only present Christianity 
alongside other faiths, these Chris- 
tian Chinese authorities are confi- 
dent that Christianity will speak 
for itself and the teachings of 
Christ will continue to win the al- 
legiance of youth, as it has for 
2,000 years. Dr. Randolph C. 
Sailer, distinguished American 
professor of psychology at Yen- 
ching, who is now visiting in this 
country, and others who have had 
firsthand experience and know- 
ledge of the situation, have been 
advising those groups that seek to 
maintain these Christian contacts 
behind the Oriental iron curtain. 


Bible Used by Reds: Word 
has come from behind the iron 
curtain that in some areas the 
Communists are now trying to use 
the Bible to reinforce the teach- 
ings of communism! Refugees 
report that apparently a new effort 
is being made to explain the teach- 
ings of Christ in a way to justify 
the Communist approach towards 
human problems and also to criti- 
cize institutional religious organi- 
zations for their failure to meet 
these human needs. The Red re- 
gime has been using scriptural 
texts in rural areas to show that 
the collective and cooperative 
farm activities are harmonious 
with Bible teaching. 

Thirty years ago the Bolsheviks 
started out to destroy the Bible 
and religion in the world. Now 
they are forced to admit that the 


Bible and religious truth have sur- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Red News 


(continued) 

vived with growing strength, and 
so the Reds are now in the second 
stage of the conflict of Marxism 
with religion in that they are try- 
ing to control the church and 
adapt religious interests to their 
own survival! But it is easy to 
forecast that this last step will be 
disastrous to the Reds, for so 
much of the scripture is diametri- 
cally opposed to the Communist 
doctrines of violence, oppression 
and deception. 

An article carried in ‘“Bolshe- 
vik,” an important organ of the 
U.S.S.R.’s Communist Party, 
frankly concedes that religious be- 
lief is growing stronger in parts 
of the Soviet Union. This article, 
which endeavors to explain “the 
virtue of anti-religious activities” 
complains that “prohibition of re- 
ligion does not weaken but seems 
to strengthen religiosity among 
backward people.” The author 
states further that there are many 
other “anti-Soviet habits and 
thoughts” to be found among the 
people of U.S.S.R. and terms 
them all “capitalistic survivals.” 
It is pointed out that throughout 
Russia the revival and extension 
of religion has been a defeat for 
the Soviet officials, who have tried 
to promote Marxist atheism. 


Russian Democracy? Has 
anyone ever explained what the 
Russians really mean when they 
use the word “democracy”? The 
first Communist “democ- 
racy” is the trade union, the co- 
operative, youth and_ cultural 
groups and other such organiza- 
tions that make up the usual com- 
munity life in the Soviet. Each 
such group elects their delegates 
to the community Communist 
executive council. Then the com- 
munity at large elects delegates to 


base of 


the regional or provincial council. 
Here delegates are elected to the 
council of each Soviet Republic 
and out of these larger groups 
delegates are elected to the Soviet 
Congress of the U.S.S.R. On 
each level, competition and debate 
is vigorous over delegates and poli- 
No name of a candidate is 
permitted to appear on a ballot, 
however, who is not OK’ed by 
powers higher up. When the vot- 
ing takes place, the names of the 
officially approved candidates are 
printed on a ballot and the voters 
will cross out the names of those 
they are against. While much de- 
bate and discussion is the custom 
as policies and candidates are be- 
ing selected. when a policy is es- 
tablished or a candidate is elected, 
no further dissension is permitted. 
Such limitations to freedom so 
foreign to the western mind are 
carried out in the name of “demo- 
cratic efficiency.” But the Soviet 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


tectorate” is defenseless. 

But it is an emergency that we have got ourselves into, a state 
of emergency we created. Koreans started shooting Koreans, then we 
started shooting Koreans and now we are shooting Chinese and Chi- 
nese are shooting us. But the Russians have been smart enough not 
to shoot at anybody or to get shot at. The Russians used diplomacy, 
skill, persuasion and kept themselves free to move with their greatest 
power, the force of arms, still in reserve. We — our leaders and our 
people — mesmerized by our particular American Frankenstein of in- 
dustrial-military might, promptly abandoned persuasion, diplomacy, 
and shot the works. 

This is the significant element in the crisis that the public does 
not understand and may not in this generation. It wasn’t the Russians 
who did it. We did it to ourselves. 


EARMING EUROPE: The American public is not getting a fair 

or true picture of the rearmament of Europe. As Between The 
Lines reported many months ago, it is now openly conceded that the 
people of Europe do not want to be rearmed. Even the German peo- 
ple, whom we are determined to rearm, voted against it! (The West 
German elections in November). Europeans know that rearmament 
means poverty; they do not have enough for both butter and guns, and 
Uncle Sam is trying to tell them to forget the butter. That doesn’t go 
well with people who have been hungry for 10 years. We are deter- 
mined to rearm Germany because few in our high command believe the 
French or Italians will fight, and because the British are far from 
enthusiastic allies. The people of Europe cannot be counted on to 
fight because they feel there is little to fight for. People who are hungry 
and poorly housed are not concerned about political freedom. 

Most of all the working class to whom the Communists make 
their appeal are embittered by the fact that the Marshall Plan dollars 
have returned the wealthy to their former pinnacle of riches and power 
and little has been shared with the worker. (See BTL, Dec. 18, ’50). 


Yet it is the workers who must make up the armies to fight Russia. 
“Fight for what?” say these embittered workers. 

For this reason, the same minority in Washington official cir- 
cles who tried to warn of the danger of our course in Korea (and whose 
voices were never permitted to reach the public) are also now endeavor- 


ing to warn our military extremists of the danger that the arms we ship 
to Europe will only strengthen the hands of the Communists. By in- 
creasing Europe’s poverty as their resources are diverted to armaments, 
the masses of Europe will be more inclined to listen to Red wooing and 
then, if communism starts to move, all of our armaments will fall to 
the Communists and the Russians. This is THE TRAP the Commu- 
nists are setting for us in Europe. Will we repeat our mistakes of 
Asia? Don’t forget, — we armed the Chinese Communists through 
the sieve of corruption surrounding the Chiang Kai-shek government, 
a fact apologists for Chiang never attempt to refute. 

The poverty of the people, the corruption and blindness of 
feudal wealth and our own blind confidence in guns being able to cre- 
ate and defend democracy, — where it often doesn’t even exist, — that 
is the formula of Communist success! 

Must we repeat it for them in Europe? 

OPE: There is considerable hope in the fact that the failure of 

our Korean venture may give the more moderate elements in our 
official councils predominance over our military extremists. The mod- 
erates originally urged that, since we had already evacuated South 
Korea because of its comparative unimportance to American se- 
curity, we meet the South Korean invasion by throwing a powerful sea 
end air blockade around Korea and the China mainland. We would 
thus have made no concession, our security still completely safeguard- 
ed and the sparks of war still under control. But the show-down-now- 
with-Russia boys had their way. However, as Herbert Hoover has ex- 
plained, there is a new growing tendency towards more restraint in 
our “containment of Russia” policy. It is beginning to become clear 
that we can’t keep making all the people of Asia follow our patterns 
of thought and life, that we can’t underwrite the survival of all the 
semi-feudal states of Europe whose wealthy cl'ques would rather leave 
the gates open to communism than accept reforms. In the future you 
will likely hear more about “hemisphere defense” and less about ‘“con- 
tainment of Russia.” 

If America would continue to be earnestly active in all forms 
of peaceful, constructive international cooperation such as the UN 
efforts, we would avoid isolationism and could then without exhaustion 
make our hemisphere impregnable. At least within that framework 
there would be opportunity for the activity of those spiritual forces 
that physical warfare prohibits and destroys. 
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citizen points out with much ear- 
nestness that the most vigorous dis- 
agreement and discussion is per- 
mitted until a decision is reached. 
To a people who for centuries 
lived under the autocratic rule of 
czarism where the citizen had no 
participation whatever in the de- 
termination of policies, this repre- 
sents considerable democracy. 
Since it took 1500 years to devel- 
op political liberty in the western 
world, should we not expect it 
would take time in other areas? 


Russian Business Dealings: 
Reports of Russian cruelty or op- 
pression get headlines; reports of 
good will or Christian character in 
Russia are usually played down in 
our papers. A feature article in 
the Philadelphia Bulletin recently 
told of a Philadelphia business 
man receiving a solid silver replica 
of the Taj Mahal from a former 
business associate in India. Bur- 
ied at the end of the article was 
the fact that the recipient of the 
gift, who travelled continuously 
abroad, was also a frequent visitor 
to Russia. “He has made 22 trips 
to Russia in the last 15 years,” 
ran the story. “While frankly 
critical of the Soviet ideology, he 
maintains that the Russians are 
‘the best people in the world to 
do business with’,” explaining that 
he had been purchasing large 
stocks of linters, the short-staple 
fibres that adhere to cotton seed 
after ginning. Having been in 
Russia once and twice a year for 
the past fifteen years, he said, “TI 
will start believing the reports 
that the Soviet is planning a large- 
scale war when I can no langer 
import linters from Russia.” 


Anything That Happens In 
Finland of a political or economic 
nature is important. New York 
Times correspondents in Helsinki 
report that the rank and file of 
Finnish labor groups are paying 
less attention to communism to- 
day than in the past. Strikes and 
labor disturbances are no longer 
stirred up by the Communists — 
in fact the Reds have lost most 
of the small degree of influence 
they once held. Remember that 
twice when the Russian Army 
overran Finland, Communist au- 
thority was established. But in 
each instance, with the withdrawal 
of the Russian forces, Finns kick- 
ed the Communists out of power. 
Todav Finland, within arm’s reach 
of the Moscow politburo, contin- 
ues to be a free democracy. With 
no slums, with a high level of 
Christian sharing in all of the 
Finnish economic structure, Com- 
munist propaganda has found no 
foothold. What is more, in con- 
trast to the hysteria in America, 
the Finnish Communists are left 
free to carry on their activities! 





